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Sonoma
Water

November 16, 2021

Erik Ekdahl, Deputy Director of Water Rights
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights

P.O. Box 2000

Sacramento, CA 95812-2000

RE: Petitions for Temporary Urgency Change—Permits 12947A, 12949, 12950 and 16596
(Applications 12919A, 15736, 15737 and 19351)

Dear Mr. Ekdahl:

Enclosed are the Petitions for Temporary Urgency Change to modify the index for determining water
supply conditions and minimum instream flow requirements as established by Decision 1610 for Permits
12947A, 12949, 12950 and 16596. Accompanying the petitions are the following:

1) Supplement to the November 2021 Temporary Urgency Change Petitions
2) Environmental Information for Petition

3) Notice of Exemption

4) California Department of Fish and Wildlife Review Fee Payment

5) State Water Resources Control Board Petition Fee Payment

These petitions are submitted due to an exacerbated disconnection between the current index, Lake
Pillsbury inflow in the Eel River, and water supply conditions in the Russian River watershed. The index
has its basis in the historic contribution of inter-basin transfers of Pacific Gas & Electric's (PG&E) Potter
Valley Project (PVP) hydroelectric facility from the Eel River to the East Fork of the Russian River and
further downstream to Lake Mendocino. In October 2021, the hydroelectric plant was shuttered due to
equipment failure of the transformer bank resulting in a severe reduction in the anticipated inter-basin
transfers. Given the likely surrender by PG&E upon the expiration of the project's FERC license in April
2022, the expected fate of the hydroelectric plant is to remain idle due to the multi-year, multi-million-
dollar necessary repairs.

Sonoma Water is currently operating under the modified permit conditions of a temporary urgency
change order dated June 14, 2021 (and amended October 22, 2021) for Permits 12947A, 12949, 12950
and 16596. This order will expire after December 10, 2021.

On February 1%, the water supply condition for the Russian River was reclassified from ‘Normal’ to ‘Dry’
based on the cumulative inflow into Lake Pillsbury for the water year. This designation of ‘Dry’ water
supply conditions would have continued through until the end of the year in the absence of the
temporary urgency change petitions filed by Sonoma Water that were approved under the order dated
June 14, 2021. Attributable to the hydrologic index implemented under this order and wide-spread water
rights curtailments issued throughout the watershed, Lake Mendocino storage levels were prevented
from reaching catastrophic levels this summer.
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The shutdown of the PVP hydroelectric facility coincides with historically low storage levels in Lake
Mendocino and Lake Sonoma due to the historic statewide drought. The Russian River watershed was
under the highest category of drought, Exceptional Drought (D4), until the reprieve of the recent storms
lowered the watershed into the next category, Extreme Drought (D3) (https://www.drought.gov/current-
conditions).

Without the proposed changes in effect, there is an undue risk that water supply conditions as
determined by the current hydrologic index will set minimum instream flows in the Russian River
watershed that are not sustainable with the limited reservoir storage volumes in Lake Mendocino and
Lake Sonoma that have been depleted after two years of drought conditions.

| look forward to working with the Division of Water Rights staff on this important conservation effort.

Grant Davis
General Manager

c: S. Boland-Brien, J. Ling, S. McFarland — State Water Resources Control Board
R. Coey, J. Fuller — National Marine Fisheries Service
M. Kittle — California Department of Fish & Wildlife
M. St. John, B. McFadin — North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
P. Jeane, D. Seymour, T. Schram, J. Martini Lamb, J. Jasperse — Sonoma Water
C. O'Donnell, A. Brand — Sonoma County Counsel
R. Bezerra — Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan
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MAIL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS TO:
Please indicate County where State Water Resources Control Board
your project is located here: DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
Tel; (916) 341-5300 Fax: (916) 341-5400
http://lwww.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights

PETITION FOR CHANGE

Separate petitions are required for each water right. Mark all areas that apply to your proposed change(s). Incomplete
forms may not be accepted. Location and area information must be provided on maps in accordance with established
requirements. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 715 et seq.) Provide attachments if necessary.

Sonoma / Mendo.

D Point of Diversion L__] Point of Rediversion D Place of Use I—-_—] Purpose of Use
Wat. Code, § 1701 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1701 Wat. Code, § 1701

I:] Distribution of Storage Temporary Urgency D Instream Flow Dedication D Waste Water
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1435 Wat. Code, § 1707 Wat. Code, § 1211

D Split D Terms or Conditions D Other
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 836 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e)

| (we) hereby petition for change(s) noted above and described as follows:

Point of Diversion or Rediversion — Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions
to ¥-V4 level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Present:

Proposed:

Place of Use — Identify area using Public Land Survey System descriptions to ¥-Va level; for irrigation, list number of acres irrigated.
Present:

Proposed:

Purpose of Use
Present:

Proposed:

Split
Provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all proposed water right holders.

In addition, provide a separate sheet with a table describing how the water right will be split between the water right
holders: for each party list amount by direct diversion and/or storage, season of diversion, maximum annual amount,
maximum diversion to offstream storage, point(s) of diversion, place(s) of use, and purpose(s) of use. Maps showing the
point(s) of diversion and place of use for each party should be provided.

Distribution of Storage
Present:

Proposed:




Temporary Urgency
This temporary urgency change will be effective from 1211112021 | to l 61812022

Include an attachment that describes the urgent need that is the basis of the temporary urgency change and whether the
change will result in injury to any lawful user of water or have unreasonable effects on fish, wildlife or instream uses.

Instream Flow Dedication - Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions to %4-%
level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Upstream Location:

Downstream Location:

List the quantities dedicated to instream flow in either: cubic feet per second or D gallons per day:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Will the dedicated flow be diverted for consumptive use at a downstream location? O Yes O No
If yes, provide the source name, location coordinates, and the quantities of flow that will be diverted from the stream.

Waste Water
If applicable, provide the reduction in amount of treated waste water discharged in cubic feet per second.

Will this change involve water provided by a water service contract which prohibits O Yes O No
your exclusive right to this treated waste water?

Will any legal user of the treated waste water discharged be affected? (O)Yes (O)No
General Information — For all Petitions, provide the following information, if applicable to your proposed change(s).
Will any current Point of Diversion, Point of Storage, or Place of Use be abandoned? (7)Yes (s)No

| (we) have access to the proposed point of diversion or control the proposed place of use by virtue of:
[] ownership []lease []verbal agreement [Jwritten agreement

If by lease or agreement, state name and address of person(s) from whom access has been obtained.

Give name and address of any person(s) taking water from the stream between the present point of diversion or
rediversion and the proposed point of diversion or rediversion, as well as any other person(s) known to you who may be
affected by the proposed change.

All Right Holders Must Sign This Form: | (we) declare under penalty of perjury that this change does not involve an
increase in the amount of the appropriation or the season of diversion, and that the above is true and correct to the best of
my (our) knowledge belief. Dated | 1] 08 9 | at[ Santa Rosa, CA | .

Right Holder or Authorized Agent-Signature Right Holder or Authorized Agent Signature

NOTE: All petitions must be accompanied by:

(1) the form Environmental Information for Petitions, including required attachments, available at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/publications_forms/forms/docs/pet_info.pdf

(2) Division of Water Rights fee, per the Water Rights Fee Schedule, available at:
http://www,.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/fees/

(3) Department of Fish and Wildlife fee of $850 (Pub. Resources Code, § 10005)




MAIL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS TO:
Please indicate County where State Water Resources Control Board
your project is located here: DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
Tel: (916) 341-5300 Fax: (916) 341-5400
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights

PETITION FOR CHANGE

Separate petitions are required for each water right. Mark all areas that apply to your proposed change(s). Incomplete
forms may not be accepted. Location and area information must be provided on maps in accordance with established
requirements. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 715 et seq.) Provide attachments if necessatry.

Sonoma / Mendo.

D Point of Diversion [:I Point of Rediversion D Place of Use D Purpose of Use
Wat. Code, § 1701 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1701 Wat. Code, § 1701

D Distribution of Storage X Temporary Urgency D Instream Flow Dedication D Waste Water
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1435 Wat. Code, § 1707 Wat. Code, § 1211

] Split ] Terms or Conditions ] Other]
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 836 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e)

| (we) hereby petltlon for change(s) noted above and described as follows:

Point of Dlversmn or Rediversion — Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions
to Y-V level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Present:

Proposed:

Place of Use — Identify area using Public Land Survey System descriptions to Y- level; for irrigation, list number of acres irrigated.
Present:

Proposed:

Purpose of Use
Present:

Proposed:

Split
Provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all proposed water right holders.

In addition, provide a separate sheet with a table describing how the water right will be split between the water right
holders: for each party list amount by direct diversion and/or storage, season of diversion, maximum annual amount,
maximum diversion to offstream storage, point(s) of diversion, place(s) of use, and purpose(s) of use. Maps showing the
point(s) of diversion and place of use for each party should be provided.

Distribution of Storage
Present:

Proposed:




Temporary Urgency
This temporary urgency change will be effective from 12/11/2021 [ to | 6/8/2022

Include an attachment that describes the urgent need that is the basis of the temporary urgency change and whether the
change will result in injury to any lawful user of water or have unreasonable effects on fish, wildlife or instream uses.

Instream Flow Dedication — Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions to V-V
level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Upstream Location:

Downstream Location:

List the quantities dedicated to instream flow in either: cubic feet per second or D gallons per day:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

I I I I I I I I I

Will the dedicated flow be diverted for consumptive use at a downstream location? O Yes o No
If yes, provide the source name, location coordinates, and the quantities of flow that will be diverted from the stream.

Waste Water
If applicable, provide the reduction in amount of treated waste water discharged in cubic feet per second.

Will this change involve water provided by a water service contract which prohibits O Yes O No
your exclusive right to this treated waste water?

Will any legal user of the treated waste water discharged be affected? (O)Yes (ONo
General Information — For all Petitions, provide the following information, if applicable to your proposed change(s).
Will any current Point of Diversion, Point of Storage, or Place of Use be abandoned? OYes @ No

| (we) have access to the proposed point of diversion or control the proposed place of use by virtue of:
[:] ownership [] lease D verhal agreement []written agreement

If by lease or agreement, state name and address of person(s) from whom access has been obtained.

Give name and address of any person(s) taking water from the stream between the present point of diversion or
rediversion and the proposed point of diversion or rediversion, as well as any other person(s) known to you who may be
affected by the proposed change.

All Right Holders Must Sign This Form: | (we) declare under penalty of perjury that this change does not involve an
increase in the amount of the appropriation or the season of diversion, and that the above is true and correct to the best of
my (our) knowledge and-bgfief. Dated TIY ] at | Santa Rosa, CA

Right Holder or Authorized Agent@gpafure Right Holder or Authorized Agent Signature

NOTE: All petitions must be accompanied by:

(1) the form Environmental Information for Petitions, including required attachments, available at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/publications_forms/forms/docs/pet_info.pdf

(2) Division of Water Rights fee, per the Water Rights Fee Schedule, available at:
http://iwww.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programsi/fees/

(3) Department of Fish and Wildlife fee of $850 (Pub. Resources Code, § 10005)




MAIL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS TO:
Please indicate County where State Water Resources Control Board
your project is located here: DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
P.0O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
Tel: (916) 341-5300 Fax: (916) 341-5400
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights

PETITION FOR CHANGE

Separate petitions are required for each water right. Mark all areas that apply to your proposed change(s). Incomplete
forms may not be accepted. Location and area information must be provided on maps in accordance with established
requirements. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 715 et seq.) Provide attachments if necessary.

Sonoma / Mendo.

l:] Point of Diversion I-_—l Point of Rediversion D Place of Use D Purpose of Use
Wat. Code, § 1701 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1701 Wat. Code, § 1701

[:l Distribution of Storage Temporary Urgency D Instream Flow Dedication D Waste Water
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1435 Wat. Code, § 1707 Wat. Code, § 1211

D Split I:] Terms or Conditions I:l Othern
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 836 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e)

| (we) hereby petition for change(s) noted above and described as follows:

Point of Diversion or Rediversion — Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions
to ¥-Y4 level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Present:

Proposed:

Place of Use — Identify area using Public Land Survey System descriptions to %-% level; for irrigation, list number of acres irrigated.
Present:

Proposed:

Purpose of Use
Present:

Proposed:

Split
Provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all proposed water right holders.

In addition, provide a separate sheet with a table describing how the water right will be split between the water right
holders: for each party list amount by direct diversion and/or storage, season of diversion, maximum annual amount,
maximum diversion to offstream storage, point(s) of diversion, place(s) of use, and purpose(s) of use. Maps showing the
point(s) of diversion and place of use for each party should be provided. )

Distribution of Storage
Present:

Proposed:




Temporary Urgency
This temporary urgency change will be effective from 12/11/2021 | to | 6/8/2022

Include an attachment that describes the urgent need that is the basis of the temporary urgency change and whether the
change will result in injury to any lawful user of water or have unreasonable effects on fish, wildlife or instream uses.

Instream Flow Dedication - Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions to Y-
level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Upstream Location:

Downstream Location:

List the quantities dedicated to instream flow in either: [ ] cubic feet per second or [] gallons per day:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

= I I I I I I I I

Will the dedicated flow be diverted for consumptive use at a downstream location? () Yes () No
If yes, provide the source name, location coordinates, and the quantities of flow that will be diverted from the stream.

Waste Water
If applicable, provide the reduction in amount of treated waste water discharged in cubic feet per second.

Will this change involve water provided by a water service contract which prohibits O Yes O No
your exclusive right to this treated waste water?

Will any legal user of the treated waste water discharged be affected? () Yes ONo
General Information — For all Petitions, provide the following information, if applicable to your proposed change(s).
Will any current Point of Diversion, Point of Storage, or Place of Use be abandoned? OYes @No

I (we) have access to the proposed point of diversion or control the proposed place of use by virtue of:
D ownership D lease D verbal agreement [[]written agreement

If by lease or agreement, state name and address of person(s) from whom access has been obtained.

Give name and address of any person(s) taking water from the stream between the present point of diversion or
rediversion and the proposed point of diversion or rediversion, as well as any other person(s) known to you who may be
affected by the proposed change.

All Right Holders Must Sign This Form: | (we) declare under penalty of perjury that this change does not involve an
increase in the amount of the appropriation or the season of diversion, and that the above is true and correct to the best of
my (our) knowledge and belief. Dated | 1l .26 ° 2] | at | Santa Rosa, CA | .

Right Holder or Authorized Agent Signature Right Holder or Authorized Agent Signature

NOTE: All petitions must be accompanied by:

(1) the form Environmental Information for Petitions, including required attachments, available at:
http://'www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/publications_forms/forms/docs/pet_info.pdf

(2) Division of Water Rights fee, per the Water Rights Fee Schedule, available at:
http://'www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/fees/

(3) Department of Fish and Wildlife fee of $850 (Pub. Resources Code, § 10005)




MAIL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS TO:
Please indicate County where State Water Resources Control Board
your project is located here: DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
Tel: (916) 341-5300 Fax: (916) 341-5400
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights

PETITION FOR CHANGE

Separate petitions are required for each water right. Mark all areas that apply to your proposed change(s). Incomplete
forms may not be accepted. Location and area information must be provided on maps in accordance with established
requirements. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 715 et seq.) Provide attachments if necessary.

Sonoma / Mendo.

[ Point of Diversion [ Point of Rediversion ] Place of Use ] Purpose of Use
Wat. Code, § 1701 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1701 Wat. Code, § 1701

D Distribution of Storage Temporary Urgency D Instream Flow Dedication I:l Waste Water
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1435 Wat. Code, § 1707 Wat. Code, § 1211

D Split D Terms or Conditions D Other]
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 836 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e)

I (we) hereby petition for change(s) noted above and described as follows:

Point of Diversion or Rediversion — Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions
to V4-Ya level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Present:

Proposed:

Place of Use — Identify area using Public Land Survey System descriptions to %-% level; for irrigation, list number of acres irrigated.
Present:

Proposed:

Purpose of Use
Present:

Proposed:

Split
Provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all proposed water right holders.

In addition, provide a separate sheet with a table describing how the water right will be split between the water right
holders: for each party list amount by direct diversion and/or storage, season of diversion, maximum annual amount,
maximum diversion to offstream storage, point(s) of diversion, place(s) of use, and purpose(s) of use. Maps showing the
point(s) of diversion and place of use for each party should be provided.

Distribution of Storage
Present:

Proposed:




Temporary Urgency
This temporary urgency change will be effective from | 12/11/2021 |to | 6/8/2022

Include an attachment that describes the urgent need that is the basis of the temporary urgency change and whether the
change will result in injury to any lawful user of water or have unreasonable effects on fish, wildlife or instream uses.

Instream Flow Dedication - Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions to %%
level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Upstream Location:

Downstream Location:

List the quantities dedicated to instream flow in either: cubic feet per second or D gallons per day:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Will the dedicated flow be diverted for consumptive use at a downstream location? Yes O No

If yes, provide the source name, location coordinates, and the quantities of flow that will be diverted from the stream.

Waste Water
If applicable, provide the reduction in amount of treated waste water discharged in cubic feet per second.

Will this change involve water provided by a water service contract which prohibits O Yes O No
your exclusive right to this treated waste water?

Will any legal user of the treated waste water discharged be affected? OYes ONo
General Information — For all Petitions, provide the following information, if applicable to your proposed change(s).
Will any current Point of Diversion, Point of Storage, or Place of Use be abandoned? OYes @ No

| (we) have access to the proposed point of diversion or control the proposed place of use by virtue of:
[] ownership [] lease [[] verbal agreement [Jwritten agreement

If by lease or agreement, state name and address of person(s) from whom access has been obtained.

Give name and address of any person(s) taking water from the stream between the present point of diversion or
rediversion and the proposed point of diversion or rediversion, as well as any other person(s) known to you who may be
affected by the proposed change.

All Right Holders Must Sign This Form: | (we) declare under penalty of perjury that this change does not involve an
increase in the amount of the appropriation or the season of diversion, and that the above is true and correct to the best of
my (our) knowledge and belief. Dated [ //. /¢. > / | at] Santa Rosa, CA E

Right Holder or Authorized Agent Signature Right Holder or Authorized Agent Signature

NOTE: All petitions must be accompanied by:

(1) the form Environmental Information for Petitions, including required attachments, available at:
http://'www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/publications_forms/forms/docs/pet_info.pdf

(2) Division of Water Rights fee, per the Water Rights Fee Schedule, available at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/fees/

(3) Department of Fish and Wildlife fee of $850 (Pub. Resources Code, § 10005)




November 2021

Sonoma County Water Agency

Supplement to the November 2021 Temporary Urgency Change
Petitions

The Sonoma County Water Agency (Sonoma Water) seeks temporary urgency
changes to its four water-right permits used to provide wholesale water to cities
and water districts in Sonoma and Marin counties. These changes are necessary
to ensure that the water supply condition and corresponding minimum instream
flow requirements in the Russian River watershed are aligned with actual
watershed hydrologic conditions. This is essential to maintain sustainable
reservoir/river operations to protect municipal water supply and listed salmon
species in the Russian River.

Based on Sonoma Water's water right permits established under State Water
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Decision 1610, the water supply
condition for the Russian River is determined using cumulative inflow into Lake
Pillsbury as the index. Lake Pillsbury is a storage reservoir located in the Eel River
watershed for Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s (PG&E) Potter Valley
Hydroelectric Project (PVP) which transfers water into the East Fork of the Russian
River. During a PVP Drought Working Group meeting on October 7, 2021, PG&E
informed the group that the transformer bank at the PVP powerhouse had failed
and would need to be replaced in order to convey water through the powerhouse
for power generation. PG&E estimates it will take up to two years to replace the
transformer bank at a cost of five to ten million dollars. It is highly uncertain
whether PG&E will make the necessary repairs to continue power generation as
its FERC operating license expires in April 2022. In January 2019, PG&E withdrew
its Preliminary Application Document and Notice of Intent to relicense the project.

Currently, the PVP is rated at a flow rate up to 240 cubic feet per second (cfs)
through the powerhouse for power generation. PG&E can bypass the powerhouse
at flow rates up to 135 cfs to meet Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
license requirements for minimum instream releases into the East Branch Russian




Supplement to the November 2021 Temporary Urgency Change Petition

November 2021

River and water supply contract requirements with the Potter Valley Irrigation
District (PVID).

PG&E’s transfer obligations to meet FERC license requirements and PVID
contract amounts until April 14 is 45 cfs. On April 15 the transfer requirement to
the East Branch Russian River will be reassessed based on the water supply
condition. PG&E has indicated that without the ability to generate hydropower, it
is unlikely PG&E will make discretionary transfers of Eel River water through the
PVP above its FERC license and contract obligations. Discretionary transfers to
generate hydropower can occur up until early April if hydrologic conditions on the
Eel River and at Lake Pillsbury are being met. Without the discretionary transfer
of Eel River water to generate hydropower, the total transfer through the PVP will
be reduced by up to 400 acre-feet per day.

Under these operating conditions of the PVP, the influence of the Eel River water
imports on downstream hydrologic conditions in the Russian River will be greatly
diminished. Therefore, there will be little to no correlation between cumulative
inflow into Lake Pillsbury and the hydrologic conditions in the Russian River
watershed. Consequently, Sonoma Water requests that storage thresholds in Lake
Mendocino be used as the hydrologic index to determine the water supply
condition in the Russian River watershed. The same storage thresholds were
requested by Sonoma Water in prior Temporary Urgency Change Petitions
(TUCP) filed in December 2013 and January 2021, which the State Water Board
approved in orders issued on December 31, 2013 and February 4, 2021,
respectively.

The current drought has led Sonoma Water to file three TUCPs since June 2020.
Projected critically low storage levels in Lake Mendocino were the drivers for the
TUCPs. These low storage levels were due to dry watershed conditions and
reduced transfers of Eel River water through the PVP as a result of variances filed
with FERC by PG&E. Lake Mendocino and Lake Sonoma remain at or near their
lowest levels for this time of year since filling in 1959 and 1986, respectively.
Consequently, it is even more critical that the water supply condition and
corresponding minimum instream flows in the Russian River be determined by a
hydrologic index representative of the Russian River watershed.




Supplement to the November 2021 Temporary Urgency Change Petition

November 2021

1.0 BACKGROUND

Sonoma Water controls and coordinates water supply releases from Lake
Mendocino and Lake Sonoma to implement the minimum instream flow
requirements as established in water rights Decision 1610, which the State Water
Board adopted on April 17, 1986. Decision 1610 specifies minimum instream flow
requirements for the Upper Russian River, Dry Creek and the Lower Russian
River.! These minimum flow requirements vary based on hydrologic conditions,
which are also specified in Decision 1610. The Decision 1610 requirements for
the Upper Russian River and Lower Russian River are contained in term 20 of
Sonoma Water’'s water-right Permit 12947A (Application 12919A). The Decision
1610 requirements for the Lower Russian River are contained in term 17 of
Sonoma Water’'s water-right Permit 12949 (Application 15736) and term 17 of
Sonoma Water’s water-right Permit 12950 (Application 15737). The Decision 1610
requirements for Dry Creek and the Lower Russian River are contained in term 13
of Sonoma Water’s water-right Permit 16596 (Application 19351).

Sonoma Water’'s operations are also subject to the Russian River Biological
Opinion issued by the National Marine Fisheries Service on September 24, 2008,
and consistency determination issued by the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife on November 9, 2009.

11 Minimum Flow Requirements

Decision 1610 requires a minimum flow of 25 cubic feet per second (cfs) in the
East Fork of the Russian River from Coyote Valley Dam to the confluence with the
West Fork of the Russian River under all water supply conditions. From this point
to Dry Creek, the Decision 1610 required minimum Russian River flows are: from
April through August, 185 cfs, and from September through March, 150 cfs, during
Normal water supply conditions; 75 cfs during Dry conditions; and 25 cfs during
Critical conditions. Decision 1610 further specifies two variations of the Normal

1 The Upper Russian River is the stream reach from the confluence of the East Fork Russian
River and West Fork Russian River to the Russian River’s confluence of Dry Creek. The Lower
Russian River is the stream reach from the confluence of Dry Creek and the Russian River to the
Pacific Ocean.




Supplement to the November 2021 Temporary Urgency Change Petition

November 2021

water supply condition, commonly known as Dry Spring 1 and Dry Spring 2. These
conditions provide for lower required minimum flows in the Upper Russian River
during times when the combined storage in Lake Pillsbury (located in the Eel River
watershed) and Lake Mendocino on May 31 is unusually low. Dry Spring 1
conditions exist if the combined storage in Lake Pillsbury and Lake Mendocino is
less than 150,000 acre-feet on May 31. Under Dry Spring 1 conditions, the
required minimum flow in the Upper Russian River between the confluence of the
East Fork and West Fork and Healdsburg is 150 cfs from June through March, with
a reduction to 75 cfs during October through December if Lake Mendocino storage
is less than 30,000 acre-feet during those months. Dry Spring 2 conditions exist if
the combined storage in Lake Pillsbury and Lake Mendocino is less than 130,000
acre-feet on May 31. Under Dry Spring 2 conditions, the required minimum flows
in the Upper Russian River are 75 cfs from June through December and 150 cfs
from January through March.

From Dry Creek to the Pacific Ocean, the required minimum flows in the Lower
Russian River are 125 cfs during Normal water supply conditions, 85 cfs during
Dry conditions, and 35 cfs during Critical conditions.

In Dry Creek below Warm Springs Dam, the required m