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July 21,2025 Board of Directors Meeting Agenda

Call to Order
Welcoming New Board Member Madeline Cline
Approval of the Agenda

W N —

Consent Calendar
a. Approve minutes from March 19,2024 meeting

b. Delegate authority to Sonoma Water to perform public
information functions

c. Adopt a resolution designating Executive Director

Adopt a resolution delegating authority to Executive
Director to take appropriate actions and provide
statements

e. Adopt a resolution adopting State of California’s CA
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines.

Eel-Russian
Project Authority
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July 21,2025 Board of Directors Meeting Agenda

Regular Calendar

5. New Eel-Russian Facility Update and adopt resolution
approving the Water Diversion Agreement.

6. Approval and direction to staff and counsel regarding
agreements for reimbursement of costs and expenses.

7. Informational Items
a. CA Environmental Quality Act update
b. Communications update
Public Comment — items not on the agenda
Board Member Announcements

10. Adjournment

Eel-Russian
Project Authority

3 | eelrussianauthority.org




Eel-Russian
Project Authority

ltems 3 and 4.
Approval of the Agenda &
Consent Calendar
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ltem 5.

New Eel-Russian Facility Update
& Approval of Water Diversion Fort Brags g
Agreement for New Eel-Russian

Facility

David Manning (Division Manager, Environmental Resources,
Sonoma Water)

Don Seymour, PE. (Deputy Director of Engineering, Sonoma
Water)

COF)’ O’Donnell (Chief Deputy County Counsel, Sonoma i or{gpal
County) s W
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PG&E Potter Valley Project License Surrender

¢ Currently owned by PG&E, has diverted water i\
from the Eel River to the Russian River since 1908. b

¢ The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) issued the current license for PVP on
October 4, 1983.

¢ On January 25,2019, PG&E announced intent to eSS s g
not seek or hold a new license for the Project as it
is no longer economically feasible.

¢ The license expired on April 14,2022.

¢ On May 11,2022, FERC directed PG&E to file a
plan and schedule for license surrender.

¢ By July 29,2025 PG&E will file License Surrender

LAKE COUNTY
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¢ Eel-Russian Project Authority implementing a plan S Dverson Facites
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Scott Dam & Lake Pillsbury
i3 g Cape Horn Dam & Van Arsdale

Reservoir

Coyote Valley Dam &
Lake Mendocino
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Average Annual Volumes of Eel River Water Diverted
through the Potter Valley Project (acre-feet per year)
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Two-Basin Partnership

¢ Improve fish migration and habitat on the Eel River with the objective of achieving
naturally reproducing, self-sustaining, and harvestable native anadromous fish

populations; and

¢ Maintain continued water diversion from the Eel River through the existing tunnel
to the Russian River to support water supply reliability, fisheries, and water quality in
the Russian River Basin.

TWO-BASIN PARTNERS

CALIFORNIA TROUT

Sonoma
Water

HEIRY I

LIS )
UMLIMITED
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Eel-Russian Project Authority

¢ In December 2023, Sonoma Water, Sonoma County, and Mendocino County IWPC
formed ERPA as a joint powers authority. RVIT has a seat on ERPA’s Board of

Directors.

¢ ERPA proposes to construct, operate, and maintain a New Eel-Russian Facility to
divert water from the Eel River, at the site of and following the decommissioning and
removal of Cape Horn Dam, on terms consistent with restoration of the
anadromous fisheries of the Eel.

Sonoma
Water

& Eel-Russian
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Cape Horn Dam

DIVERSION TUNNEL ENTRANCE

§ FISH LADDER EIT

.

RIVER FLOW &
ﬁ
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New Eel-Russian Facility (NERF)

i

T
RIVER FLOW

N\

b =

Cape Horn Dam removed

Fish barrier removed

Unimpeded fish passage

Van Arsdale Reservoir drained
Free-flowing Eel River

New fish screen

Reconfigured diversion tunnel entrance

Ee.l -Russi an 12 | eelrussianauthority.org
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New Eel-Russian Facility (NERF)

= 2 &l o

NEW EEL-RUSSIAN FACILITY PRELIMINARY DESIGN

il A=t noomin g ) .
9 [|SH SCREENS
B (INSIDE DEBRIS I
CAGE)

~ ¢ Cape Horn Dam removed

I * Fish barrier removed wiak

¢ * Unimpeded fish passage & .

y* Van Arsdale Reservoir dralned

B e Free-flowing Eel Rlver :

“e New fish screen § :
* Reconfigured diversion tunnel entrance & p
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NERF Preliminary Cost Estimates (2025 dollars)

¢ Design and Permitting: $5 million
¢ Construction: $50 million

¢ Operations and Maintenance: $7-12 million annually

* Operations (staffing, equipment, supplies, power)

Administration and Insurance

Construction Bonds

Annual Contingency
Annual Water Rights Lease

* Annual Restoration Payment

¢ Revenue: Grants, Bonds, Water User Payments

Ee.l -Russi an 14 | eelrussianauthority.org
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New Eel Russian Facility Diversion Rules
Developed by RVIT (Applied River Sciences)

| Fall Flows* | Winter Flows | Spring Flows | Summer Flows

Oct | — Dec 31 Jan | — Feb 29 Mar | — May 31 Jun | —Sep 30

P 300 cfs 250 cfs 125 cfs 35 cfs

Maximum

Diversion 20% 30% 20% 20%

Rate:

To protect floor, T toct fl
NERF hits © Protect fooh

) ) To protect floor, To protect floor,
. Maximum N.ERF hlts VU NERF hits Maximum NERF hits Maximum
Ramping e Diversion Rate L A .
Rates Diversion Rate (30%) When Eel Diversion Rate Diversion Rate (20%)
(20%) When Eel Rivecl" flow (20%) when Eel when Eel River flow is
River flow is 375 | River flow is 156 cfs 43.75 cfs
is 357 cfs
cfs
Maximum Diversion
Capacity 300 cfs 300 cfs 300 cfs 300 cfs

Ee.l -Russi an I5 | eelrussianauthority.org
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New Eel Russian Facility Diversion Rules
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Lake Mendocino Storage and

Water Supply Storage Limit Wet Year Example (2017)

WY 2017 Example Lake Mendocino Operations: Run of River Upper Limit

600

* Water above dashed line is N R B N ‘
released to maintain flood 100000) o
storage space -\

* NERF will not divert Eel River  so.000 LN o
flow when Lake Mendocino ?
storage is above dashed line % ., 5
(storage limit) : — s

’ |
NERF Diversions:
Volume Allowed by Diversion L
Rules ~ 86,400 ac-ft
Volume Stored Based on *Swes e 0272017 0472017 oo o TECE
Flood Storage Limitations e L o e e ! D"

~ 24,500 ac-ft
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Dry Year Example (2014)

WY 2014 Example Lake Mendocino Operations: Run of River Upper Limit

100,000 N -

80,000 * I

60,000

Storage (Ac-ft)

40,000

20,000

h
L) 3

10/2013 12/2013 02/2014 04/2014 06/2014 08/2014

--- ROR Unconstrained (Maximum Potential) Tunnel Diversion
ROR Constrained (Allowed) Tunnel Diversion

—— Lake Mendocino Storage
=== Major Deviation FIRO Space

All Allowed NERF Diversions Stored in Lake Mendocino

* DryYear (2014): 18,200 ac-ft
* Average year (2009): 29,500 ac-ft

Eel-Russian
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Average Year Example (2009)

WY 2009 Example Lake Mendocino Operations: Run of River Upper Limit

p——— —— a4

1272008 02/2009 04/2009 06/2009 08/2009 10/2009

—— Lake Mendocino Storage === ROR Unconstrained (Maximum Potential) Tunnel Diversion

=== Major Deviation FIRO Space ROR Constrained (Allowed) Tunnel Diversion
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Average Annual Volumes of Eel River Water Diverted
through the Potter Valley Project (acre-feet per year)

160,000

~150,000

140,000

120,000

100,000

Annual Diversion

80,000
Volume (ac-ft)

~60,000

60,000

~40,000

40,000

~30,000

20,000 Approx. NERF estimate
constrained by available

Lake Mendocino storage

Observed 1922-2005 Observed 2007 - 2020 Observed 2021 - 2025 NERF Estimated

Time Period
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Lake Mendocino Storage (ac-ft)

Eel-Russian
Project Authority

70,000

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

Average Modeled Lake Mendocino Storage on September 30th

57,000

Current Operations

51,000

Diversion

25,000

No Diversion
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Next Steps and Potential Schedule

¢ PG&E License Surrender Application filed with FERC by July 29,2025
¢ All Parties Sign Water Diversion Agreement by July 29,2025
¢ 2025-2028
* ERPA Business Plan
* NERF 60%-90% design
* ERPA CA Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for NERF
* PG&E resource management and engineering plans
* FERC prepares NEPA document for PG&E License Surrender
» State Water Board CEQA for PG&E Clean Water Act Compliance
* U.S.Army Corps Of Engineers NEPA for PG&E and ERPA Clean Water Act Compliance

* National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Biological Opinions for PG&E dam removal and NERF
construction

¢ 2028-2030

 FERC Surrender Order

* ERPA and PG&E Final Engineering, Permits, Bidding, Contracting
¢ 2030-2035

* PG&E Dam Removal and Restoration

* NERF Construction

g Eel -R Uussi a n 21 | eelrussianauthority.org
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MOU to Advance Water Diversion
Agreement

CDFW, Round Valley Indian Tribes, Sonoma Water, Mendocino County IWPC,
Cal-Trout, Humboldt County, Trout Unlimited

* Signed February 13,2025
* State pledged $18 million ($9 million for NERF; $9
million Eel River Restoration Fund).

TWO-BASIN PARTNERS

CALIFORNIA TROUT
—a s ]
— I

|—
—————————————

Eel-Russian 2 |
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Water Diversion Agreement

¢ Support PG&FE’s application to FERC to construct NERF concurrent with removal of Cape Horn Dam
¢ PG&E’s water rights

* Proposed to be owned by RVIT, dedicated to instream flow and NERF diversion

* Leased to ERPA when operations begin, lease payment of $1,000,000/year

* Additional payment of $750,000/year to Eel River Restoration Fund
¢ Operations

* Not under FERC’s jurisdiction

* Diversion rules, performance metrics & adaptive management including monitoring
¢ Initial term of 30 years, renewal term of 20 years if:

* $25 million raised for Eel River Restoration Fund

* Russian River users increase resiliency

* Compliance with diversion rules, no negative effect to salmon and steelhead recovery
¢ Shared fundraising goal (not required for renewal)

* $100 million for NERF and Eel (before construction), $100 million (renewal term), split between
NERF and Eel

¢ Dispute resolution and enforcement
S Eel-Russian

Project Authority 23 | eelrussianauthority.org



Recommended Board Action

é Adopt a resolution approving the Water Diversion Agreement for the
New Eel-Russian Facility establishing the rights and obligations of the
Eel-Russian Project Authority to divert water from the Eel River basin
and authorizing Chair to execute the agreement in substantially the
form presented and in a form approved by counsel.

; Eel -R Uussi a n 24 | eelruss ianauthority.org
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Item 6.

Approval and direction to staff and
counsel regarding reimbursement of
costs and expenses and a future

policy on determining work subject
to reimbursement

Fort Braggo
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David Manning (Division Manager, Environmental Resources, ~’L
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Member Agency Activities Subject to Reimbursement

¢ Costs and expenses for employees acting on ERPA’s behalf

¢ Costs and expenses for member agencies contracting for services on ERPA’s
behalf

¢ Currents efforts potentially subject to reimbursement include:
* Sonoma Water staff acting as ERPA Executive Director

* Sonoma Water and Mendocino County IWPC staff acting in technical capacities for
outreach and communications, NERF engineering design, NERF environmental
compliance and permitting

* Sonoma Water contracting with consultants to prepare a CEQA document and
business plan for NERF,

g Eel -R Uussi a n 26 | eelrussianauthority.org
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Recommended Board Actions

|.  The ERPA Board requests Sonoma Water and MCIWPC track their costs and expenses
associated with work in furtherance of ERPA’s efforts with an understanding that ERPA,
subject to revenue, intends to reimburse them for those costs and expenses. This approval
includes specific consent for Sonoma Water to negotiate with an environmental firm
selected pursuant to its normal procurement process, so that the firm can begin to
develop the CEQA document that will be required for NERF approval and construction.

2. The ERPA Board direct staff and counsel to return to ERPA’s next meeting with draft
agreements with Sonoma Water and MCIWPC that will provide the terms and conditions
of how Sonoma Water and MCIWPC will be reimbursed for costs and expenses incurred
for the benefit of ERPA. The agreement with Sonoma Water will specifically cover the
environmental firm that will perform the task identified in number | above.

3. The ERPA Board direct staff and counsel to return to ERPA’s next meeting with a draft
policy that sets the procedures by which ERPA, Sonoma Water, and MCIWPC decide which
costs and expenses are incurred for the benefit of ERPA beyond those previously covered.

Eel-Russian
q Project Authority
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Item 7. Informational Items
a. CEQA Process Update

Jessica Martini-Lamb (Environmental Resources
Manager, Sonoma Water)

b. Communications Update

Mark Millan (Principal, Data Instincts)

Fort Braggo




New Eel-Russian Facility CEQA Process

Scope of Work in development anticipating Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
preparation covering project construction, operations, and maintenance

—  Will include multiple opportunities for public and agency input during process

— Initial work to:

o Clarify New Eel-Russian Facility Project Description and Obijectives

* Distinguish from PG&E project

¢ ldentify future diversion scenarios
— Organize, synthesize existing information and identify studies needed for environmental compliance
— Technical analyses for hydrology, biological resources, cultural resources, recreation, agriculture, others

— Project-specific and cumulative effects

Eel-Russian 29 |
Project Authority
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New Eel-Russian Facility CEQA Process

Close coordination with ERPA
member agencies, State Water
Board and other agencies to
complete studies on schedule,
keeping pace with PG&E
license surrender
environmental review

Timeline approximately 24
months once initiated

Estimated cost approx. $1.3-
$1.5 million

Eel-Russian
Project Authority

SR FISH SCREENS
(INSIDE DEBRIS

s Cape Horn Dam removed § "
* Fish barrier removed uka
* Unimpeded fish passage
» Van Arsdale Reservoir drained

* Free-flowing Eel River ]
* New fish screen &5 ; :
* Reconfigured diversion tunnel entrance
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Communications Coordinated with ERPA Partner Agencies

Providing information to the public: YOUR

¢ Project related background information WATERYOUR
FUTURE=

piujamlss /‘Ar"

é Past timelines and estimated schedules

¢ Topical informational Fact Sheets

* NERF / ERPA overview

e Explaining how new diversion would affect Russian
River water supply

* Explaining how Water Diversion Agreement rules
work and how they protect Eel River ecosystem

é Robust information on ERPA website

¢ Respond to media inquires

Eel-Russian 3]
Project Authority
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Website provides in-depth information on how we got here

: Eel = R ussli a n Home Meetings News Files FAQs Contact
Pro_]ect Authorlty -

Eel-Russian Project Authority Reports Two Basin Solution Documents

New Eel-Russian Facility Preliminary Engineering Report describing fish passage and water Sept. 2, 2021 - Request for an Abeyance Letter (Project No. 77-285)

supply infrastructure design alternatives at the site of Cape Horn Dam on the Eel River

(PDF 40.3 MB)

Sept. 13, 2021 - Request for an Abeyance Letter (Project No. 77)

Attachments

Eel-Russian Project AUthOfit)’ Documents July 2021 - Analyses of Fine Sediment Erosion

July 2021 - Analyses of Fine Sediment Erosion Effects on Aquatic Species

Feb. 7, 2025 - Memorandum of Understanding to Advance a Water Diversion Agreement

for a New Eel-Russian Facility January 2021 - Lake Pillsbury Vegetation Management Discussion

January 2021 - Lake Pillsbury Sediment Management Discussion

Russian River Water Forum Documents
Initial Study

August, 2023 - Potter Valley Project Proposal

March 16, 2021 - Determination on Requests for Study Modifications and New Studies

Proposal for Pacific Gas & Electric Company. Draft license surrender application, Potter Sant, 16,9090 « Initial Study Report Aninounsemeris Letter

Valley Project

Eel-Russian -
Project Authority
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RPA Fact-Sheets

Eel-Russian
Project Authority

POTTER VALLEY
PROJECT
BACKGROUND

The Potter Velley
Preject i located on
the Eel River and the
East Branch Russian
River, in Mendotino
and Lake Counties.
Owned and operated
by Pacific Gas and
Electric Co. (PG&E),
it includes Scott Dam,
Cape Hom Dam

and 2 hydroelectric
pomarhouse (o longer
generting). The

« Valley Project
includes facilities to
drvert water From the
Eel River to the East
Branch Russian River,
and eventuzlly ta Lake
Mendocino and the
mainstem Russian
River. Ths provides
water for farmers,
businesses, ond

residents in Mendocina,

‘Sonoma and Marin
counties.

THE EEL-RUSSIAN PROJECT
AUTHORITY
Ajoint powers authority created in 2023, the
Eel-Russisn Project Authority is governed by
2 five-member Board of Directors made up of
representatives fram the County of Sonoma,
Sanoms County Water Agency (Senams
Water), the Mendocina County Inland Water
and Power Commission, and the Round Valley
lnd:_n Tribes.

PURPOSE OF THE EEL-RUSSIAN
PROJECT AUTHORITY

PGAE will decammission the Potter Velley
Project on the Eel River and remave Scatt
and Cape Horn dams. This will bring to an end
more than 100 years of diverting vater from
the Eel River to the Russian River watershed.
Originally used to generste electricity for the
Ukizh Valley, the diverted water ako provided
for municipsl, irigation and scosystem
benefits to the Russian River watershed

In 2019, when PG&E snnounced it was
withdrawing its preliminary license application
and would no longer seek relicensing, it invited
interested parties to consider taking over the
hydroslectric license. No group came forward
and as a result, PG&E began the formal license
surrender pracess. Local agencies, recagnizing
the urgent need to protect the regional water
supply, Formed the Eel Russisn Project
Authority to lead the transition and develop a
viable solution for msintaining the crucial wster
diversion.

Given the diversion of Eel River water will
end with PG&E’ license surrender and

decammissioning of the project, the primary
Focus of the Eel-Russian Project Autharity's

Eel-Russian
Project Authority

work s to develop 3 reconfigurad wa
diversion facility upan PG&E’s rema
of Cape Horn Dam (v Federal Ene
Regulatery Commission order). This
continue to support water supply res
the Russian River watershed by dive
fram the Esl Ruver curing fall, winter
spring for storage and use in the Rus
during the dry season. Diversions wa
undertaken so as not to affect the Ei
ecasystem.

Maintining sessonal diversions of E
River water to the Russian River and
Mendacing wauld praserve the wate
for hundreds-of-thousands of peaph
Mendacino, Sonems, and Marin cau
support wildlife, riparian habitat and
ecosystems slong the Russisn River.

WHAT ARE THE IMPACTS WITI
WATER DIVERSION?

Without the seasanal Eel River diver
Mendscing would frequently have st
reducing water availabilty to downst
wsers. Further, there would be a seri
of Lake Mendocina draining in draug

Spring 2025

PROJECT OVERVIEW

What is the Federal
Energy Regulatory

Commission?

The Federal

Enargy

Regulatory
Commissien (semetimes.
referred te s FERC) 1
anindepandan agency
regulating astural
gus and hydropowar
projects, a5 well s the
interstate cransrission
of naturel ges, ol and
cleetricity. Tedersl Energy
Regulatary Cammission
authorizstion is required
for PGEE ta surrerder its
licarse and decommission
the Potter Valley Preject,
remave the dams, snd
previde the eppertunity
forthe New Eel-Russisn
Faclity priject 1aibe
implemented. Verious

roviews

sucl
curtalment of downstream water rig
a5 has already occurred in 2021 and

s replacement project s not imple
termination of this water diversion w
& serious threst to the businesses, cit
water suppliers, residents, tribes, fan
wildlife, riverine habitats, znd fisheri
which depend on the Russian River
water supply for over 600,000 peo
Mendocine, Sonema and Marin cour
the cessation of the water diversian,
<ontin

and studies, such as
required by the Netions|
Enviranrmentel Falizy Avl,
vill need to be conduates
priar to 2 finsl Federal
Enegy Regulstory

Commissian deciian.

he tens of millions of dollars per year wou'd 2e
expectec in the effacted local ecomomies

In Tesruary 025, seversl entities expressed
sheir suppors for the cancept of a projeet to
provid for a seasonal diversion of water, by
signing s Memorandum of Understanding
These included Califorriz Deparzment of Fish
& Wi dlfe, Round Valley Indian Tribes, Sonoma
Weter, Mendocina County Inland Water and
Power Comissior, Cal Trout, Humbolde
County and Trout Urlimited.

THE EEL-RUSSIAN PROJECT
AUTHORITY'S WATER DIVERSION
FACILITY REPLACEMENT PROJECT

In 2024, the Eel-Russian Project Authority
sberttiaddpragesal s POBE o alavé P e
censtruction of a new diversion facility, called
tha Mew Eil-Fibom il Aftar Co
Hern Dem and = fish barrier ere remeved,

and Ven Arsdale Reservoir 's drained, the Eel
River will ba fres Aowing. The preliminary
concept of the New Zel-Russian Faciliy

is that s mechanicsl pums station would

be construeted, utlizing the existing water
diversion turnel (buried behind = new retaining
wiall}, with a reconfigured diversion tunnel
entrance. Water would anly be transferred
during sessonal vl periads. To ke full
adhvantage of the seasonsl diversions, studies
a%¢ underway investigating expanding storage.
in Lake Mendocine and finding other locations
for stering water from the Eel River.

fish screen would be instzlled so that fish woule
remain in the Eel River.

PROJECT TIMELINE

FROJECT COST AND FUNDING

The total construction cost of the new
diversion feilty s preliminasily exaived

2t $50 million (z5 of March 2025). Russ'sn
River water users will pay fer the cast of annual
aperations and maintenance, and support.
restoration effarts an the Fel River.

In late 2023, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
awarcad 3 §2 milion grant to Sonoma Water
10 acvarce the cha necring design of the
diversior y. Additional fadaral :nd state
funds are being pursued to reduce design,
sermirting, nd canseruction cost for Hussian
River water users.

STATUS OF THE EEL-RUSSIAN

PROJECT AUTHORITY'S EFFORTS

« It’s articipated that PG&E will Ale its Final
Surrende- Application with the Federal
Energy Regulstory Commissian <n July 29,
2025, The application includes the cancept
oF tha New Eel Russian Facility project.

« While tne Federal Energy Regulatary
Commission considers PG&E's surrender
and decommissioning applicatian, the Eel-
Russian Pra; ority vl cormplese

ing designs for the new fquY and

arher state and federal regulatory

agencies to secure the permissions
necewsary to conszruct the Facility.

+ The design and permitting phase of the new

facility project Is expected to last saveral
years.

Comstrustion PGBE oy owamfomrer + SGRE rlois Dot -+ Seven sgeaciet tign Memersndum of
of Patezr Valley PGRE scquires ‘moating opersting rendar Apg icstion, Undsestanding t= suppert sesscnsl
pomerhasz, andsperaces o, Hydrooleate e Fu:nun Projs wazer dersions.

Water civersions Pottar Vsley pamar P aabenit ¥inal Surmender
generste pover Prejecs. hat nt spsrsted since New Esl Runs rumq Bpslization b FERT by by 29.
1908 2019 2023 2024

competed

PSEE snncunces intent
construat o withdran from Poter Plan énd S
Valley Projest due to

conamic infeasiblity.

BGAE bt Initil

“surnender g Potter
Valley Projezt.

Eel- Russisn Project Autherity

structurs,

EEL-RUSSIAN
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How future Eel River diversions might
affect Russian River water supply

Summer 2025

Eel-Russian
Project Authority

A rendering of one of two proposed opproaches for the New Eel-

Once PG&E removes Cape Horn Dam, the New Eel-Russian Facility will continue to support wate:

resiliency in the Russian River watershed by maintait

g diversion of water from the Eel River durir

seasons for storage and use during the dry season. Diversions would be undertaken so as not to affe:

River's ecosystemn.

Maintaining seasonal diversions of Eel River water to the Russian River and Lake Mendocino would
the water supply for hundreds of thousands of people in Mendocino, Sonoma and Marin counties, a
supporting agricultural uses, wildlife, riparian habitat and sensitive ecosystems along the Russian Ri

New Eel-Russian Facility: Operational
averview and diversion capacity

Location
The new diversion facility will be built at the
former Cape Horn Dam site, which will be
removed as part of PG&E's Potter Valley
Project decommissioning process.

Diversion infrastructure

The facility willinclude a pump station which
will operate seasonally during high flow in the
Eel River (during wet seasons — fall, winter and
spring). The pump station will convey water
into the existing diversion tunnel, which has a
capacity of approximately 300 cubic feet per
second (2,244 gallons per second, equivalent
toabout 595 acre-feet per day).

Estimated annusl diversion velumes

Computer modeling indicates that under

typical wet-season conditions, the facility

can reliably divert up to 50,000 acre-feet/

year. Depending on rainfalllevels and Lake

Mendocino starage mPamy, diversion volumes
00 re d

up to 30,00

Storage capacity and operational
constraints

Lake Mendacino storage

Lake Mendocino’s maximum water supply
storage capacity between Nov. 1 and March
1i5 68,400 acre-feet. Based on Forecast-
Informed Reservoir Operations (a water
supply management strategy using advanced
watershed monitoring and weather and
water forecasting), the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers may, at its discretion, retain an
additional 11,650 acre-feet of water, increasing
total seasonal storage to 80,050 acre-feet
between Nov.1and March 1, with  further
inerease to 111,000 acre-feet on May 10.

Under typical wet-season conditions,
and dependent on Lake Mendocino
storage capacity, diversion volumes

up to 30,000 acre-feet/year

are anticipated.

Storage C
@ Water Supp
@ Forecast Inf

Reservoir O

= additiona

@ Winter Floo
= additiona

Histarical
diversions via
PGBE's Potter
Valley Project

Betmesn 1922

and 2005,
SGAE divertes
anaversge of
apprasimately
150,080 acre-

Zoot s 325,851
gellons of water —
encugh te cover

wich cne faot of
water,

From 2607 fo
2620, annus!
divarsians
e
R

60,000 se-e-

Commission.

Siree 2021,
divers o have
“urther cezlined
soarangecf
36,000-40,000
acre featiypear
dus b2 failng
infrastruc

and seisric risks
awcized vith
Seott Dam.

| for future additional storage

The LS. Army Corps of Engincers, with locsl

spemsors Merdoino County nfnd Wacer and
Power Commissiw and the Lyston Tribe, s

| of ircr

Project schedule

Decommissioning and construction timeline
The timing uf P"g&E 's removal of Cape Hern Dam

Lk Mardocino by rasing the Coyare. Vil
Darm. Additional feasibility studies are exeminin
off-channe! starage alternatives and groundwater
recharge opportunities within the Petter Valley
area and along the Eest Fork of the Russian River.

Impaets of no diversion
With no diversien, water supplies in the Russian
River Wetershed would be grestly diminished,
affecting agriculture, fire suppression, ecosystems,
recreztien and drinking weter supply, and pose 3
serious risk of Lake Mendacina dreining in drought
years.

1 the Federol Energy Regulotory
Commidon'sssvance oo Suvende; Ordar an
completion of asucisted environmental studies.
The Eal-Russian Project Autionty, a Joint Powars
Authorky, 5 respansibie for the design, permtting,
construction, operation and maintensnce of the
vers\ur\#r.lhry the New Fel-Russian

Construction of the facilicy will take place
simuitaneously with the dam removal, minimizing
Eruption b water dversions sd scological
impacts to the Fel River. The design mfpmimng
phases of the New Eel-Russian Facilily are
expacted Lo span several years, with concurrent
regulatary and techical reviews guiding firel
implementation.

Comparison of Current System, No Diversion
and proposed New Eel-Russian Facility
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