
Hydrologic Conditions & Outlook
Jeanine Jones















NOAA



Big Misses in Important Water Years: WY 
2016 (Year 5 of a California drought, Godzilla El Niño year )
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ENSO alone isn’t the answer!
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What Can We Say About El Niño?

• Warmer ocean
• Higher sea levels
• Coastal flooding risk 

during winter storms
• Ecological impacts

• King tides (Bodega 
Harbor):

• Nov 24-26
• Dec 22-25
• Jan 20-22



Impacts of Higher Sea Levels

Observed in SoCal now
• The whole beach is 

gone: Big waves bring 
destruction to SoCal 
coast. It’s a warning.

LA Times, 9/10/26

Last winter’s king tides
• Record-breaking king 

tides created massive 
flooding in Marin 
County Friday 
morning.

ABC7 News 1/2/26
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S2S Forecasting Coalition

www.s2sforecasting.org
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